THE AIMS OF ETHICAL SOCIETIES.*

I AM about to say a few words upon the aims of this
society: and I should be sorry either to exaggerate
or to depreciate our legitimate pretensions. It
would be altogether impossible to speak too strongly
of the importance of the great questions in which
our membership of the society shows us to be
interested. It would, I fear, be easy enough to
make an over-estimate of the part which we can
expect to play in their solution. I hold indeed, or
I should not be here, that we may be of some service
at any rate to each other. I think that anything
which stimulates an active interest in the vital
problems of the day deserves the support of all think-
ing men; and I propose to consider briefly some of
the principles by which we should be guided in doing
whatever we can to promote such an interest.

We are told often enough that we are living in a
period of important intellectual and social revolutions.

* Address to West London Ethical Society, 4th December,
1892.
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